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GEOLOGIC SETTING OF ASHFALL FOSSIL BEDS AND VICINITY

SEDMENTARY ROCK LAYERS

Description

SIGNIGICANT FOSSILS

Zebras, lemmings, giant
camels, muskrats, giant
beavers, short-jawed four
tuskers

ENVIRONMENT
OF DEPOSITION

Energetic river (probably
ancestral Platte before
diverted South by the first
glaciers to reach Nebraska)

CLIMATE

Still warm enough for arm-
adillos and large tortoises
but cooling rapidly as ice
sheets approached

Barrel-bodied rhinos, giant
land tortoises, camels, bur-
rowing rodents, horses,
bone-crushing carnivores

Broad flat savanna (grass-L}
land with clumps of trees)
periodically inundated by
floodwaters

Still frost-free but drier
than before
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Long-jawed four tuskers
hornless rhinos, alligators,
giant salamanders, fish

-\ fossil wood (both upright
-\ stumps and rolled logs)

River channels bordered
by forested floodplains

Frost-free climate with
abundant rainfall
(evidence of drying
climate in upper part
of formation)




